
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Customer No. 27614 



Office of Petitions 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. B,ox 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Re: Our file: 33472/1 

Applicant: JOHNSON, Jack J. et al. 

Serial No.: 10/062,798 

Filing Date: January 3 1 , 2002 

Title: BIDDING FOR ENERGY SUPPLY 



Sir: 



Enclosed for filing in the United States Patent and Trademark Office are the following: 



1 . Petition To Accept Unintentionally Delayed Domestic Priority Claim 
Under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 And/Or 1 19(e) (5 pages); 

2. Petition Exhibit A - Amendment (4 pages); 

3 . Petition Exhibit B - Statement Of Unintentional Delay with 3 .73 (b) Statement (4 pages); 

4. Petition Exhibit C - Copies of (i) Application Transmittal Form, (ii) Declaration Form, 
(iii) First Page of Original Specification, and (iv) Filing Receipt (7 pages); 

5. Transmittal (1 page) (in duplicate); and 

6. Return postcard. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fees which may be required or credit any overpayment 
to Deposit Account No. 50357 1 . A duplicate copy of this letter is enclosed for such purposes. 



Respectfully Submitted, 
McCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP 

By: Steven E. Halpem 
Reg. No. 51,769 

Date: July 6, 2007 McCarter & English, LLP 

Four Gateway Center 
100 Mulberry Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
Tel: (973)848-8623 
Fax: (973) 297-3762 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service, First Class 
Mail, postage prepaid, to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 on July 6, 
2007. 
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Attorney Docket No. 33472/1 



Si 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



In re patent application of 
JOHNSON, Jack J. at al. 

Serial No. 10/062,798 



Filed: January 31, 2002 

For: BIDDING FOR 

ENERGY SUPPLY 



Group Art Unit: 3693 
Examiner: WEISBERGER. Richard C. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence and/or fee is 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
as First Class Mail in an envelope with sufflcient 
postage addressed to Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

on July 6. 2007 

(Date of Deposit) 

X />;(26^^M-.^ July 6. 2007 

(Signature) 0 (Date) 



Mail Stop Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



87/11/2887 CNEGftl 88888881 583571 188627% 
81 FCS1454 1378.88 Dfl 



PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED 
DOMESTIC PRIORITY CLAIM UNDER 35 U.S.C. 120 AND/OR 119(e) 



Dear Sir: 



Applicants respectfully petition for the entry in the above-identified 
application of a domestic priority claim under 35 U.S.C. § 120 and/or 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) 
for U.S. Patent Application No. 10/062.798 (the "Present Application"). For at least the 
reasons discussed below. Applicants respectfully request that this Petition be granted. 

The Present Application is a continuation of App. No. 09/542,451 filed 
April 4, 2000 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,598,029 Issued July 22, 2003), which is a 
continuation-in-part of App. No. 09/023,968 filed February 13, 1998 (now U.S. Patent 
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No. 6,047,274 issued April 4, 2000), whicli claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) 
of Provisional App. No. 60/039,041 filed February 24, 1997 and Provisional App. No. 
60/064.421 filed October 30. 1997. 

The Present Application was filed on January 31, 2002. The first sentence 
of the specification identified three of the above-referenced prior applications (App. No. 
09/023,968 and Provisional App. Nos. 60/039,041 and 60/064.421), but omitted a 
reference to App. No. 09/542,451. However, Applicants did refer to App. No. 
09/542,451 in both the Application Transmittal Form and the Declaration Form 
accompanying the specification as part of the January 31 , 2002 filing package for the 
Present Application. Copies of both forms and the first page of the specification as filed 
on January 31 , 2002, are included in attached Exhibit C for your reference. 

The Filing Receipt for the Present Application listed App. No. 09/542,451 
and the two above-referenced provisional applications, but omitted App. No. 09/023,968 
(though, as stated above. App. No. 09/023.968 was included in the first sentence of the 
specification as originally filed on January 31 , 2002). A copy of the Filing Receipt, 
mailed on April 3, 2002, is also included in attached Exhibit C for your reference. 

On September 18, 2002, Applicants filed a first preliminary amendment 
revising the first sentence of the specification of the Present Application to name all four 
prior applications (the two provisional and the two non-provisional applications referred 
to above). The Present Application has been published (and twice re-published), the 
most recent publication being U.S. Pat. Pub. No. 2004/0015428 published January 22, 
2004, which includes a priority benefit claim in the first sentence of the specification that 
appears on its face to be properly recited. 
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To clear up any possible confusion and to ensure satisfaction of the 

requirements of 37 C.FR. § 1.78, Applicants file this Petition to replace the priority 

benefit claim now In the Present Application with the following: 

The present application is a continuation of U.S. App. No. 
09/542,451 filed April 4, 2000 (now U.S. Patent No. 
6,598,029 Issued July 22, 2003), which is a continuation-in- 
part of U.S. App. No. 09/023,968 filed February 13, 1998 
(now U.S. Patent No. 6,047,274 issued April 4, 2000), which 
claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional App. No. 60/039,041 
filed February 24, 1997 and U.S. Provisional App. No. 
60/064,421 filed October 30. 1997. 

Applicants have incorporated this replacement priority benefit claim into an appropriate 

Amendment to the Application Specification (Exhibit A to this Petition). 

Applicants believe that this Petition is properly considered under § 

1 .78(a)(3). However, to the extent that entry, consideration, and/or grant of a petition 

for complete relief under § 1 .78 requires additional and/or alternative petition under § 

1 .78(a)(6), Applicants respectfully request that this Petifion be considered as including a 

petition therefor. 

As required by 37 CFR § 1.78(a)(3)(i) (and 37 CFR § 1 .78(a)(6)(i) to any 
extent applicable), a petition to accept an unintenfionally delayed claim must be 
accompanied by the required reference to the prior-filed application. Accordingly, 
Applicants have included the above-referenced replacement priority benefit claim in an 
Amendment to the Application Specification (Exhibit A to this Petition) to confirm proper 
recitation of the priority benefit claim in the Present Application. 

As required by 37 CFR § 1 .78(a)(3)(ii) (and 37 CFR § 1 .78(a)(6)(ii) to any 
extent applicable), the petition must be accompanied by the surcharge set forth in § 
1.17(t). Accordingly, the undersigned authorizes the charge to Deposit Account No. 

3 
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503571 of any and all fees associated with the Petition, including any and all surcharge 
fee(s) under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(t). 

In accordance with the requirements of 37 CFR §1 .78(a)(3)(iii) (and 37 
CFR §1.78(a)(6)(iii) to the extent applicable), the petition must be accompanied by a 
statement that the entire delay between the date the claim was due and the date the 
claim was filed was unintentional. Accordingly, included as Exhibit B to this Petition is a 
Statement of Unintentional Delay executed by the assignee of record and both of the 
. two co-inventors. With respect to the assignee, Exhibit B further includes a statement 
under 37 CFR Section 3.73(b). 

Having complied with the requirements of 37 CFR § 1.78(a)(3) (and 37 
CFR § 1.78(a)(6) to the extent applicable). Applicants respectfully request that this 
Petition be granted and that a Corrected Filing Receipt be issued. 

As indicated above, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
Deposit Account No. 503571 for the surcharge(s) set forth In 37 CFR §1.17(t). If any 
additional fees are due as a result of the submittal of this Petition, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge them to Deposit Account No. 503571 . 

Applicants note that an Office Action was mailed in the Present 
Application on April 19, 2007, which has a shortened one-month statutory time for 
response (May 19, 2007), and for which no response has been filed as of the date this 
Petition is being filed. To any extent that the entry, consideration, and/or grant of this 
Petition requires an extension of time for such response. Applicants respectfully request 
that this Petition be considered to include a petition for any such required extension of 
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time and further include a charge authorization of any and all fees therefor to Deposit 
Account 503571. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
McCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP 

Dated: July 6, 2007 By: Steven E. Halpern 

Reg. No. 51,769 

McCarter & English, LLP 
Four Gateway Center 
100 Mulberry Street 
Newark. NJ 07102 
(973) 622-4444, Ext. 2646 
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Appln. No. 10/062,798 
Attorney Docket No. 33472/1 
Petition Filed on July 6, 2007 




EXHIBIT A 



Amendment Accompanying Petition to Accept An 
Unintentionally Delayed Priority Claim 



MEl 6477890V. 1 



Appln. No. 10/062,798 
Attorney Docket No. 33472/1 
Petition Filed on July 6. 2007 




EXHIBIT B 



Statement of Unintentional Delay (with 3.73(b) 
Statement) Accompanying Petition to Accept An 
Unintentionally Delayed Priority Claim 
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Attorney Docket No. 33472/1 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



In re patent application of 
JOHNSON. Jack J. et al. 



Group Art Unit: 3693 



Serial No. 10/062,798 



Examiner: WEISBERGER, Richard 0. 



Filed: January 31, 2002 



I hereby certify that this correspondence and/or fee is 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
First Class Mail in an envelope with sufficient postage 
addressed to Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 on 




For: BIDDING FOR 

ENERGY SUPPLY 



(Signature) (J (Date) 



X 



Mail Stop Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



STATEMENT OF UNINTENTIONAL DELAY 
ACCOMPANYING PETITION TO ACCEPT UNINTENTIONALLY DELAYED 
DOMESTIC PRIORITY CLAIM UNDER 35 U.S.C. 120 AND/OR 119fe^ 



This Statement of Unintentional Delay is filed with the Office of Petitions as 



Exhibit B to a Petition to Accept Unintentionally Delayed Domestic Priority Claim and in 
connection with the specific reference to a claim of priority set forth in the Amendment to 
the Specification being filed as Exhibit A to such Petition. 



Sir: 



MEl 64765 ISv.l 



App. No.: 10/062,798 

Statement Accompanying Petition to Accept Unintentionally Delayed Priority Claim 



In accordance with the requirements of 37 CFR § 1 .78(a)(3)(iii), as well as 37 
CFR § 1 .78(a)(6)(iii) to the extent applicable, Applicants respectfully submit the following 
statement(s) for the record: 

The entire delay between the date the claim was due under 
37 CFR §§ 1.78(a)(2)(ii) and 1 .78(a)(5)(ii)) and the date the 
claim was filed was unintentional. 

Applicants respectfully request entry, consideration and grant of the Petition 
to Accept the Unintentionally Delayed Priority Claim. Applicants invite the Office of 
Petitions to contact the attorney of record with any questions or comments. It is noted that 
a Statement Under 37 CFR 3.73(b) has been included as a part of this Exhibits (Statement 
of Unintentional Delay). 



Respectfully submitted, 

FOR THE TWO CO-INVENTORS: 




FOR THE SOLE ASSIGNEE OF RECORD: 



Jack J. Johnson Date ' 

President 

Geophonic Networks, Inc. 
Assignee of Record 
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07/0E 



9882739562 



GEOPHONIC INC 



PAGE 02 



JUL 



U.S. 



t Reduction Act of 1995. no f 



quired to rwDOTKi to a collection of intormatton 



PTO/SB/86 (09-04) 

Aoproved fof um througli 07/31/2006. 0MB oeSI-0031 
F>»teniqnd Trademerk Offloe: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

0MB control — 



ffjATFM^Ifr UNDER 37 CFR 3,73<b^ 

ApplicanVPatent Owner: Geophonic Networks. Inc. 

Application No./Palent No.: 10A)62.79a Filed/Issue Date: Jan^^'V 2002 

Biding for Energy Supply 



, 9 corporation 

(Type of A»algno0. corporation, partnership, university , govammant agency, atc) 



Entitled: 

Gaophonic Networks. Inc. 
(Name of Assignee) 

states that it is: 

1 . the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest; or 

2. □ an assignee of less than the entire right, title and interest. 
The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest la. % 

in the patent application/patent Identified above by virtue of either: 

aE An assignment from the Inventor(s) of the patent apgication/patent identified^ 

in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel 012572 . Frame sm • which a copy 

thereof is attached. 

an A chain of title from the lnventor(s). of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as shown 
below: 

1 From' 

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and T'^^^^'^^l^j^^^f „^ . ^ . 
Reel Frame . or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

2 From* 

The document was recorded In the United States Patent and Trademark Omcef 

. Frame . or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

^ ^'l-he document was recorded in the United Stati^Patent and "[j^ad® '"a^O^^* . _ . 

j^ggl ^ Frame * thereof is atieched. 

□ Additional documente In the chain of title are Hated on a supplemental sheet. 

n Conies of assignments or other documents In the chain of title are attached. ^ a* A*.*;««r««n* 

^ ^oTb a !!^^^ (/.e. a true copy of the original assignment <^<»S'^^"«?) SS L 

^ Division in accordance v^ith 37 CFR Part 3. if the assignment is to be recorded m the records of the USPTO. 5SS 

MPEP 302.08] 



The undersigned (whose title Is supplied below) is authorized to ad on behalf of the assignee. 



Signature 

Jack J, Johnfioi 
Printed or Typed Name 

President 
Title 




Date 

973-410-1500 
Telephone Number 



This cdladion of infarmatton is required t>y 37 CPR 3.7a(b). The InformattoA \% f^qiilred to obtain or ratlin a ay^tR by me pubfe ^'^ 

FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEMDTO: Commissioner foT PBtent*. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-14SQ. 

/f yoi/ need assistaneo in Gompt0ting the form, catt f-SOO-PTO-9199 and ee/ecf option 2. 



Appln. No. 10/062,798 
Attorney Docket No. 33472/1 
Petition Filed on July 6. 2007 




EXHIBIT C 

Copies of (I) Application Transmittal Form, 
(ii) Declaration Form, (iii) First Page of Original 
Specification, and (iv) Filing Receipt 
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Please type a 




PTO/SB/05 (03-01) |2 

rA Approved for use through 1 0/3 1 /2002 0MB 0651-0032 ft, 

* as Patent and Trademarlt Office. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act oi 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of tnformation unless it displays a valid 0MB controi number .^ 



UTILITY 
PATENT APPLICATION 
TRANSMITTAL 

(Ofi/y for flaw nonprovisional applications under 37 CFR 1. 53(b}) 



Attorney Docket No. 



First Inventor 



Title 



33472/1 



Jack Johnson 



Bidding For Energy Supply 



Express Mail Label No. 



EL 915767439 US 



APPLICATION ELEMENTS 

See MPEP chapter 600 concerning utility patent application contents. 



ADDRESS TO: 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Box Patent Appiication 
Washington, DC 20231 



2.C3 

3.0 



Fee Transmittal Form (e.g., PTO/SB/17) 

(Suhmii an onginat and a duplicate Jor fee processing) 

Applicant claims small entity status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 

Specification [Total Pages | 08 

{preferrod errsngement set forth bofow) 

- Descriptive title of the invention 

- Cross Reference to Related Applications 

- Statement Regarding Fed sponsored R&D 
• Reference to sequence listing, a table, 

or a computer program listing appendix 

- Background of the Invention 

- Brief Summaiy of the Invention 

- Brief Description of the Drawings ( 

- Detailed Description 

- Claim(s) 

- Abstract of the Disclosure 



7. CD-ROM or CD-R in duplicate, large table or 
Computer Program (Appendix) 

8. Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission 
{if applicable, alt necessary) 

a. I I Computer Readable Form (CRF) 

b. Specification Sequence Listing on: 

i. O CD-ROM or CD-R (2 copies); or 
i i. CD paper 

c. I I Statements verifying identity of above copies 



[ Total Sheets 
[Total Pages 



16 



4. [3 Drawing(s) f35 U.S.C. 113) 

5. Oath or Declaration 

□ (forcontinuaiionldMsional with Box 18 completed) 
DELETION OF I NVENTOmS^ 



ll 



a. 

b. 



Uewty executed (original or copy) 
Copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.63 (d)) 



signed statement attached deleting lnventor(s) 
named in the prior application, see 37 CFR 
1.63(d)(2) and 1.33(b). 

Application Data Sheet. See 37 CFR 1 .76 



ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PARTS 



9.P 



Assignment Papers (cover sheet & document(s)) 
37 CFR 373(b) Statement Fy^ Power of 
(when there is an assignee) ^ Attorney 

English Translation Document (if applicable) 
Infonnation Disclosure ( I Copies of IDS 

Statement (IDS)/PTO-1449 * — ' atallons 
Preliminary Amendment 

Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503) 
(Should be specifically itemized) 

Certified Copy of Priority Documenl(s) 
(if foreign pnohty is claimed) 

Nonpubiication Request under 35 (J.S.C. 122 

(b)(2)(B)(i). Applicant must attach form PTO/SB/35 

or its equivalent 

Other: 



ia. If a CONTINUING APPLICATION, check appropriate box, and supply the requisite information below and in a preliminary amendment, 
or in an Application Data Sheet under 37 CFR 1.76: AO ^ / O / «i i 

Rl ContimiaUpn Q] Oivisionai Contmuation-ffi-part (CIP) of onor aanlicatoft No.. ^ "^ t y H- jX 



Prior appUcatton tnfofmalton 



BxBm}r\er_^ 



D. Charles 



of pnor applicaDon No... 

Group AAUntt 



2161 



For CONTINUATION OR DIVISIONAL APRS only: The entire disclosure of the prior application, from which an oath or declaration is supplied under 
Box 5b, is considered a part of the disclosure of the accompanying continuation or divisional application and is hereby incorporated by reference. 
The Inconaoration c^n oniv be relied upon when a portion has been Inadvertently omitted from the submitted application parts. 

19. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 



Cus^o^wr Number or Bar Cocfe Label 



Name 




Correspondence address below 



27614 



■ PATEKT TRADEJ i iARK OmGC 



Address 



City 



State 



Zip Code 



Country 



Telephone 



Fax 



Name (PnntlType) 



Friedman 



Registration No. (AttomeyiAgent) 25 , 973 



Signature 



Date 



0' h\ L 



Burden Hour Statement. This form 1$ estimated to take 0.2 hours to coAfplete. Timewiil vary depending upon the needs of the individual case Any comments^on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Washington, DC 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Box Patent Application. 
Washington. DC 20231 



Please type a plus sign {+) inside this box ^ \ t* 1 PTO/SB/Ol (12-97) 

Approved for use through 9/30/00. 0MB 0651-0032 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of Information unless it contains a valid 
0MB control nuniber. 



DECI^RATION Utility or Design Patent Application 



I hereby daim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. 120 of any United States application(s). or 365 (c) of any POT international application designating the 
United States of America, listed below and. insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed In the prior United 
Slates or POT International application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 36 U.S.C. 1 12. 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose information 
which is material to patentat>ility as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national or 

POT international filing date of this application. 



U.S. Parent Application or PCX Parent 
Number 



Parent Filing Date 
(MMiT>DA^YYY) 



Parent Patent Number 
(jf applicable) 



09/542,451 



04/04/2000 



□ Additional U.S. or PCT international application numbers are listed on a supplemental priority data sheet PTO/SB/02B attached hereto 



As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following registered practitioner(s) to prosecute this appiication and to transact alt business in the Patent 



And Trademark Office connection therewith: 



D Customer Number 
OR 



HI Registered practitioner(s) name/registration number listed below: 



Place Customer 
Number Bar code 
Label here 



Name 



Registration 
Number 



Name 



Registration 
Number 



Allen N. Friedman 



25,973 



□ Additional registered practitioner<s) named on supplemental Registered Practitioner Inlbfmation sheet PTO/SB/02C attached hereto. 



Direct all correspondence to: SI Customer Number 
or Bar Code Lat}el 



OR n Correspondence address below 



Name 



27614 



Address 



PATEirrTRADEMARK OFFICE 



Address 



aty 



ZIP 



Country 



Telephone 



Fax 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on infonnation and belief are 
believed to be tme: and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under ie U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
appiteatton or any patent issued thereon. 



Name of Sole or FIret Inventor: 



□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 



Given Name (firatand middle [if any]) 



Family Name or Surname 



Jack J. 



Johnson 



Inventor's 
Signature 



Date 



Residence: City 



Summit 



State 



NJ 



Country 



USA 



Citizenship 



USA 



Post Office Address 



60 Blackburn Place 



Post Office Address 



City 



Summit 



State 



NJ 



ZIP 07901 



Country 



USA 



Additfonal inventors are being named on the 



.supplemental Additional lnventor(8) sheet(s) PTO/SB/02A attached hereto 
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Please type a plus sign (+) inside this ban 



PTO/SB/02A (3-97)) 
Approved for use through 9/30/98. 0MB 0651-0032 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of Information unless it contains a valid 
0MB control number. 



DECLARATION 



ADDITIONAL INVENTOR(S) 

Supplemental Sheet 
Page 2 of 2 



Name of Additional Joint Inventor, if any: 


□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 


Given Name (first and middle, pf any]) 


Family Name or Surname 


William F. 

/I 


Coyle 


Inventor's 
Signature 




l>ate 




Residence: City 


Summit^ ^ 


State 


NJ 


Country 


USA 


Citizenship 


I USA 


Post Office Address 


22 Valley View Avenue 


Post Office Address 




City 


Summit 


State 


NJ 


Zip 


07901 


Country 


USA 


Name of Additional Joint Inventor, if any: 


□ A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 


Given Name (first and middle, [If any]) 


Family Name or Surname 






inventor's 
Signature 




Date 




Residence: City 




State 




Country 




Citizenship 




Post Office Address 




Post Office Address 




City 




State 




Zip 




Country 




Name of Additional Joint Inventor, if any: 


D A petition has been filed for this unsigned Inventor 


Given Name (first and middle, [if any]) 


Family Name or Surname 






Inventor's 
Signature 




Date 




Residence: City 




State 




Country 




Citizenship 




Post Office Address 




Post Office Address 




City 




State 




Zip 




Country 









Individual case. Any conriments on the amount of time you are required to complete this fonn should be sent to the Chief Infonnatlon 
Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



hi 




Docket #33472/1 



'^''tED states patent & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



TITLE: BroDING FOR ENERGY SUPPLY 
INVENTORS: Jack J. Johnson, Summit, NJ 
William F. Coyle, Summit, NJ 

This Application claims the benefit of the priority of Provisional Applications Serial # 
60/039,041 filed February 24, 1997 and Serial # 60/064,421, filed October 30, 1997 and co- 



Si pending Application Serial # 09/023,968, fired February 13, 1998. 

i 

CI BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



1. Field of the Invention 

The invention is in the field of provision of energy supply, such as electric power and 
natural gas. 

2. Description of the Background Art 

The electric power and natural gas industries will experience fundamental changes over 
the next few years as the results of continuing deregulation take hold. One of those results is to 
give end users a choice of energy providers. Until now, substantially all end users purchased the 
electric power or natural gas they needed from the local electric or gas utility serving their 
geographic area. Electric utilities have generally operated as vertically integrated local 
monopolies, producing or purchasing (on a wholesale basis), the quantities of electric power they 
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United States R^tent and TfeAPEMARK Ofwce 



Commissioner for Patents 
United St/ctes Patent anoT)?ademark Office 

W^HOiON. D.C. 2023I 

www.usptogov 



I APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING DATE | GRP ART UNIT | RL FEE REC*D |ATTY.D0CKET,N0| DRAWINGS | TOT CLAIMS { I ND CLAJM^ 

10/062.798 01/31/2002 2161 787 33472/1 16 43 8 
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ALLEN N. FRIEDMAN. ESQ. 
C/0 MCCARTER & ENGLISH. LLP 
FOUR GATEWAY CENTER 
100 MULBERRY STREET 
NEWARK, NJ 07102 



CONFIRMATION NO. 3434 
FILING RECEIPT 



•OC000000007777216* 



Date Mailed: 04/03/2002 



Receipt is acknowledged of this nonprovisional Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you will be 
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